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Message from Fr Michael Greene 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul's, 

Grace and Peace be with you this holy Christmastide. I cannot tell you 
how delighted and excited I am to be joining you to serve in the new 
year. The past few years have been challenging for everyone in the 
whole world, but your welcome and the hospitality that you have al-
ready shown me tell of a great depth of faith and a resilient spirit 
that will shape our community and our future by bringing us all to-
gether. As we keep the feast of Christmas and celebrate the Incarna-
tion of God's Love for us in Jesus, let your heart be gladdened by the 
Good News that God is truly with us and among us. I'm looking for-
ward to getting to know all of you at St. Paul's, in all of the won-
derful diverse ways that we encounter God and one another in 
this place, and learning what is the bright future that God has 
called us to share together. Thank you for having the faith to 
make all this possible. 

Your servant In Christ, 

Father Michael Greene 

  

Lighting of the  

Advent Wreath 

 

Each week a different family 

participated in the lighting of 

the Advent Candles.  Each 

candle has a meaning: Hope,  

Peace, Joy and Love. Kylie 

and her dad, Brendan 

Mooney, are shown here. 



 

 

Who’s  

Who  
at St. Paul’s 

 

Priest 

     The  Rev. John Scott 

 

 

 Rector Emeritus 

     The Rev. Leslie C. Hughs 

 

Organist-Choir Director  

     Steven L. Rosenberry 

  

 

Wardens 

     Jeff Vunck 

     Kelly Dalton 

  

Vestry 

Robert Chase 

Sandie Feck         

Karen Hibbert 

Ninni Jacob 

Brian Kivilahti 

Tristan Lowery 

Beth  Moll    

Terry Tamer   

Sheila Smith 

      
 

 

Treasurer 

      Mary Jane McGuire 

  

      

 

EPISTLE Newsletter Editor 

       Susan Harwood 

  Pamela Coutchié 

   

     Photographs 

 Jeff Vunck 

 Karen Hibbert 

 Mary Jane McGuire 

 Brian Kivilahti 

     

 Deadline for article submission 

         is the 15th of each month. 
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Wardens’ Letter 

Auld Lang Syne… a tune we remember fondly from our farewells to each old year 

and our celebrations and the welcoming of each new year. Originally based upon 

a long poem by Robert Burns, this ballad from Scotland is known mostly for the 

limited verses that we sing each final night in December as the clock moves closer 

to midnight. 

Growing up in New York City, Jeff’s New Year’s Eve would include his parents lis-

tening to Guy Lombardo and the Royal Canadians singing that tune as they rang 

in the New Year. His father customarily opened the living room door to let the old 

year leave while allowing the New Year to enter. 

This ceremonial honor of playing Auld Lang Syne at the turn to the New Year was 

passed from Guy to Dick Clark and then onto Ryan Seacrest as folks continued to 

include television in their New Year’s Eve festivities. As time goes on, we can rest 

assured that each generation will continue to have a master of ceremonies who 

will usher in the New Year with promises full of hope, celebrations, fortunes, and 

adventures. 

Kelly also spent her childhood New Year’s Eves at home with her parents and sib-

lings, watching Dick Clark’s Rockin’ New Year’s Eve and feasting on special treats 

and goodies, while talking about resolutions. And, of course, Auld Lang Syne was 

sung by the whole family at the stroke of midnight every year. 

So, what does Auld Lang Syne mean? (literally “old long since”) What of the old 

year... never to be spoken of again?  We should take to heart the first lyric 

“Should old acquaintance be forgot and never brought to mind? Should old ac-

quaintance be forgot and days of auld lang syne?”  This verse reminds us that we 

should always keep with us the lessons and memories of past years… from the 

exciting, luck-filled, “what a great year!” experiences to the old, tired, beat up, 

“I’m sick of this year” times.  Deuteronomy 32:7 reminds us to “remember the  

Continues on page 3 

               Adopt Two Families 
             St Paul’s Generous Response 
 
Father John Scott with Mary Ellen Remil-
lard, the Site Director for Hackett Boule-
vard Head Start, are shown with some 
of many gifts received for the two 
adopted families. Santa’s elves were 
very busy loading the rest of the pre-
sents for special delivery!  
 
Thank you to all those who contributed, 
making this Christmas one to truly re-
member. 
 



 

 

3 

 

days of old; consider the years of many generations; ask your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will 

tell you.” Though it is tempting to try to forget about the challenges of past years, it is important to celebrate how far 

we have come and all God has helped us to accomplish. 

Each year we are put through many challenges and tasks in life. Some challenges we can overcome on our own, and 

for others we need to rely on friends and family to see us through. In Galatians 6:2 we are reminded to “Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way,  you will fulfill the law of Christ."  The last few years have certainly shown that regard-

less of the challenge, the family of St. Paul’s will support each other and can weather many storms and challenges to-

gether! 

As the New Year is here, and some folks have thought about resolutions for the new year, please keep in mind that “a 

man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) and have faith that you can accomplish any-

thing with God and the St. Paul’s community on your side: Celebrating! Reminiscing! Rejoicing! Succeeding Together! 

Wishing God’s blessings upon each and every one of you in 2022. 

Jeff Vunck  

Kelly Dalton 

Continued from  page 2 

THE RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE IS VERY PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE: 

WE HAVE FOUND OUR NEW RECTOR – FATHER MICHAEL GREENE 

Father Greene grew up in the Church as the son of an Episco-

pal Priest in rural Illinois outside of Chicago.  He met his wife, 

Hope, at a diocesan youth retreat, and they have been married 

for 18 years.  Before going to seminary in England, Fr. Mike 

studied Mathematics and Physics at the University of Pennsyl-

vania, where he also worked for several years.  While in Eng-

land, he worked for St. Aidan's Church in Leeds, and Durham 

Cathedral as a pastoral assistant.  He returned to the US and 

served congregations close to family in central Illinois when 

first Aidan and then Miriam were born.  He continued to study 

and work on the relationship between science and theology at 

the University of Durham in the UK, doing doctoral work at St. 

John's College with Dr. David Wilkinson.  He was appointed to 

be the Dean of Eau Claire in 2011, and served that diocese in a 

variety of ways, from chair of the Bishop Search Committee, to 

head of the Deacon's School for Ministry, to deputy for  

General Convention.  Through an ongoing ministry connection in Zimbabwe, he was instrumental in estab-

lishing a program that has brought the plight of the church there to international attention, culminating in a 

visit by the Presiding Bishop and his team.  He has served since 2019 in the Diocese of New Hampshire.  He 

loves languages, to travel and explore, to camp and hike, and to make music. 

We expect that Father Greene will be joining us by April.  Details about a formal welcoming for Fr. Greene 

and his family will be shared with you as they are developed. 



 

 

Pandemic Prompts New Technology 

 

Organist-Choir Director Steven L. Ros-

enberry demonstrates the new streaming 

equipment installed in the fall.   

 

The controls are located next to the organ 
console.  Erin Dalton and Paige Conover 
have been the primary audio/video techni-
cians responsible for the live streaming of 
our services.  Live streaming has truly 
benefitted those parishioners who have 
been unable to attend in person. 

 

Thank you to all who contributed financial-
ly and/or with technical expertise to bring 
this idea to fruition.  

4 

The Children of St Paul’s—Advent and Christmas 
 

We gathered in December in 
the Narthex of St Paul’s which 
had been converted into an 
Atrium of the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd.  In Advent 
we joyfully changed the color 
on the prayer table to purple, 
lit the Advent wreath and 
learned about two prophecies 
from the Prophet Isaiah.  You 
may have seen the prayer ta-
ble with the Advent wreath 
and large copies of the proph-
ecies sitting in the Narthex 
during Advent.  In this season 
of preparation, the children 
also learned how to prepare 
the cruets and the chalice for 
Holy Communion.  These steps 
are rarely seen by most parishioners but are full of meaning. 
 
We gathered in the Narthex on Christmas Eve when the space was again converted into an Atrium. The six children 
were joined by seventeen adults. Kylie read the Isaiah prophecies for us and Raelynn read the Nativity passage from 
Luke.  We wondered at how the startled shepherds felt at the appearance of  angels and the message of a child born in 
a manger.  We also wondered at Mary’s reaction to laying her baby in a manger after a long trip, and the arrival of the 
shepherds - with their sheep!  What might Mary have thought when the shepherds told her what the angels said 
about her baby? So many words and thoughts to ponder. 
 
The children received a small sheep figure, colored pencils and several images which reflected the different events of 
that first Christmas.  And we could all  ponder the gift of Jesus  to us at Christmas. 
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Save the Date—Mark your Calendars Today 

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST  on Wednesdays  in January at 12:10 pm.  
 

LOAVES and FISHES Soup Kitchen, at St Francis Mission, Saturday, January 8. Please 
contact Dan Halloran directly to help at danielhalloran3@gmail.com  
 

ST. PAUL’S WEDNESDAY CRAFTERS will meet on Wednesday, January 12 following the 12:10 Eucharist.  
Please contact Carolyn Burnworth for more information. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets on Saturday, January 15 at 10 am  in the Blue Room. For further infor-
mation contact  Sheila Smith at Sheilarsmith@icloud.com. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, January 23 following the 10:30 service.  Deadline for submission 
of reports for inclusion in the Annual Meeting booklet is Friday, January 14. 

OUTREACH NEWS  

Loaves and Fishes  

Start the New  Year with new friends!  The soup kitchen serves the hungry every Saturday.  With more hands, more 

help, the more needs are met. St Paul’s is responsible for the second Saturday of the month.  But you can help any 

Saturday! Contact Dan Halloran for information: danielhalloran3@gmail.com  

Food Pantry  

The St John’s/St Ann’s Food Pantry is still open and busy.  Amid the post-holiday shopping  or standing in line to make 

exchanges or returns,  please add a few additional items to your own shopping list.  In this New Year, multiply your 

blessings as you share with those in need.  The Panty always has the usual needs (cereal, canned vegetables, canned 

fruit, canned meats, peanut butter, soups and chili, pasta and pasta sauce) and the personal care items (shampoo, 

conditioner, deodorant, toilet paper, toothpaste and tooth brushes).  Jams and cookies can still brighten a dreary Jan-

uary.   (Sorry, no homemade food can be accepted.)  Extend the Christmas Joy and Love. 

Thank you to all who donated to the Food Pantry this past  year.  Thank you also to the staff at Head Start who also 

contributed canned goods in December for the benefit of St John’s/St Ann’s.Food Pantry. 

Ladies Who Lunch 

Pizza and a movie was such fun last month.  We decided to do it again. We’re meeting Wednes-
day, January 12 at Lisa’s for pizza and a movie!!   Come join us!  RSVP to  

Candace.Deisley@gmail.com  

 

Church mouse has noticed that there were a lot of extra vestry (a.k.a. Rector’s search 

committee) meetings this fall.  Apparently these meetings were successful!  A new rec-

tor has been called! 



 

 

M usic Notes 
from the Music Director 
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Lectionary Readings  

January, 2022 

January 2 
Second Sunday of  
Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8 
 
January 9 
First Sunday in  
Epiphany 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
Psalm 29 

January 16 
Second Sunday in  
Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
Psalm 36:5-10 
 
January 23 
Third Sunday in  
Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
Psalm 19 
 
January 30 
Fourth Sunday in 
Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
Psalm 71:1-6 

 

 

January 2022 

JANUARY 2 

(Choir on vacation) 
Organ Prelude: The Magi (from The Nativity) - Mes-
saien 
O thou that tellest (from Messiah) - Handel 
        Sung by Erica Sparrow  
Organ Postlude: Vom Himmel Hoch - Pachelbel 
 

JANUARY 9 

(Choir returns) 
Organ Prelude: How brightly shines the morning star - 
Buxtehude      
Kyrie (Messe Basse) - Fauré 
The Baptism of Christ - Bedford 
Tantum ergo - Fauré  
Organ Postlude: In dir ist Freude (In thee is gladness) -
J.S. Bach   
 

JANUARY 16 

Organ Prelude: How brightly shines the morning star -
Pachelbel 
O nata lux - Tallis 
O nata lux - Lauridsen 
Kyrie (Service in F) - Darke 
Organ Postlude: How brightly shines the morning star  
-Armsdorff 
 

JANUARY 23 

Organ Prelude: How brightly shines the morning star  
- J.S.Bach 
Kyrie (Missa Brevis) - Palestrina 
How lovely are the messengers - Mendelssohn 
Psalm 67 - Bairstow 
Organ Postlude: Das Alte Jahr vergangen ist - Bach 
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JANUARY 30 

Organ Prelude: Praeludium in g minor - Bruhns 
Nunc dimittis - Fedak 
The Blessed Son - Vaughan Williams 
Gloria (from Mass of the Quiet Hour) - Oldroyd 
Organ Postlude: Lord, now let thy servant depart in 
peace - Bach 
 



 

 

 

   

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Phone: 518-463-2257 

Rectory Phone: 518-451-9549 

Fax: 518-463-2981 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

21 Hackett Boulevard 

Albany, NY 12208  

Internet 

Church Website:  

http://www.stpaulsinalbanyny.org 

Church e-mail:  

        stpaulsec@logical.net 

St. Paul’s celebrates the Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 8 a.m. (Quiet Holy Eucharist in the Chapel) and 

10:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist with Choir and Organ in the Sanctuary) Daily Morning Prayer is said at 9 a.m. from Monday to Thurs-

day.  Midweek Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays at 12:10 in the Chapel.  Masks required indoors. 
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On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.   Matthew 2:11 

Image from St Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church in Batim, Goa Velha, India 


