
1 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in the City of Albany 

 

Celebration of the Feast  of  Sunday, January 23, 2022 

the Conversion of St Paul   

 
Organ Voluntary: How brightly shines the morning star  

BWV 739     J.S.Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
Entrance Hymn 255 
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Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 
Music: Munich, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. Gottseligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches 
Gesangbuch, 1693; adapt. And harm. Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
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Liturgy of the Word 
 

 All standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen  
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Kyrie (Missa Ad Praesepe)                  George Malcolm (1917-1997) 
 
 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Kyrie eleison. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christe eleison. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Kyrie eleison. 
 

Collect of the Day   

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant       Let us pray. 
 
O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have caused the light of 
the Gospel to shine throughout the world: Grant, we pray, that we, having 
his wonderful conversion in remembrance, may show ourselves thankful to 
you by following his holy teaching; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
All seated. 
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First Reading         Acts 26:9-21 

 

A Reading from The Acts of the Apostles,  Chapter 26, beginning at the 9th 

verse. 

Paul said to King Agrippa, "Indeed, I myself was convinced that I ought to 
do many things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is what I 
did in Jerusalem; with authority received from the chief priests, I not only 
locked up many of the saints in prison, but I also cast my vote against them 
when they were being condemned to death. By punishing them often in all 
the synagogues I tried to force them to blaspheme; and since I was so 
furiously enraged at them, I pursued them even to foreign cities. 

"With this in mind, I was traveling to Damascus with the authority and 
commission of the chief priests, when at midday along the road, your 
Excellency, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around 
me and my companions. When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a 
voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, `Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.' I asked, `Who are 
you, Lord?' The Lord answered, `I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But 
get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, 
to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in which you have seen me 
and to those in which I will appear to you. I will rescue you from your 
people and from the Gentiles-- to whom I am sending you to open their 
eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

"After that, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but 
declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the 
countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn to God and do deeds consistent with repentance. For this reason the 
Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me." 

 

 

Reader      The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 
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Congregation remains seated. 
 

Psalm 67  Deus misereatur         Chant by Edward Cuthbert Bairstow 

 (Sung by the Choir) 

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 
show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
your saving health among all nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

7 May God give us his blessing, * 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

 

Second Reading      Galatians 1:11-24 

 

A Reading from the first letter of Paul to the church in Galatia, Chapter 1, 
beginning at the 11th verse. 

 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was 
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a 
human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more 
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when God, who had set me 
apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased to 
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reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did 
not confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 
were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and 
afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed 
with him fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except James the 
Lord's brother. In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! Then I 
went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight 
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it said, "The one 
who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried 
to destroy." And they glorified God because of me. 

 

Reader      The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  
 
All Stand. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn 256 
 

 
Words: Gracia Grindal (b. 1943), alt. 
Music: Cornish, M. Lee Suitor (b. 1942) 
Copyright: Words: © 1980, Gracia Grindal. Music: © 1984, M. Lee Suitor. 
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Holy Gospel           Matthew 10:16-22 

 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
   Saint Matthew 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said to the twelve, "See, I am sending you out like sheep into the 
midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of 
them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of 
me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 
are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother 
to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and 
have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved." 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon        The Rev. John Scott III 

Nicene Creed  
 
All stand. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
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 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

All remain standing.  

Prayers of the People    Form VI 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 
are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; especially the Rev. 
Cheryl, John M, and those on our parish prayer list. 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 
needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, and Michael Smith, our Assisting 
Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Gracious God, we thank you that you have led the vestry of this parish to 
the call of a new Rector.  We pray for Father Michael Greene and his family 
as they prepare to join us in ministry and mission. 
 
Inspire and sustain this Diocese of Albany during this time of transition.  
Bless especially the Profile and Search Committee who have begun the  
search process for the next bishop to shepherd this Diocese. 
 
We pray for our partners in mission: Father Jackson LaGuerre, Christ the 
King Episcopal Parish and School in LaHoye, Haiti and the congregation of 
St. Andrews Church, Albany. 

Silence 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We give thanks for Dan 
and Kelly whose birthdays are this week. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially Mary Lynn, Pastor Blake 
Matthews, the victims of Coronavirus, the victims of violence in this 
country and around the world and those who rest on our premises that they 
may have a place in our eternal kingdom. 
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Silence 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

 

  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

  Silence. 

  Reader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
  known and unknown, 
  things done and left undone; 
  and so uphold us by your Spirit 
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
  to the honor and glory of your Name; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

All remain standing. 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. 
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Announcements 

Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the 
Most High.     

Offertory Hymn  Bright Rescue 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after 
his resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all 
nations; and promised to be with them always, even to the end of the ages. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

 
Sanctus S128 

Celebrant and People 
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992) 
Copyright: Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press 

 
The people stand or kneel 
 
The Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven.  



16 

 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread. 

A period of Silence is kept. 

Fraction S165 
 

  
Music: William Mathias (1934-1992) 
Copyright: Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press. 

 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Gluten free hosts are available on request. 
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Communion Anthem        (from St. Paul )  
       Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 
How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace! To all the 
nations is gone forth the sound of their words, throughout all the lands 
their glad tidings. 
 
 
Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Dismissal 

Celebrant  Go in peace and may the love of Christ in your life be as 
light in the darkness around you. 

People     Thanks be to God.  

 
Dismissal Hymn 380   
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-
1561?) 
 

 
Organ Voluntary: Das Alte Jahr vergangen ist  (The Old Year has passed)  
       BWV103     Bach  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Today’s Lectors:   Susan Harwood  
    Stacie Halloran 
 
The 194th Annual Meeting will take place immediately after the service 
today in McEwan Hall. 
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Pledge Envelopes are available in the Narthex for those who would like 
to use them.  Please be sure to print your name clearly on the sign up sheet 
next to the number corresponding to number of your pledge envelope. 
 
 
Music Notes: 
George Malcolm, composer of today’s Kyrie, had a  notable career as an 
organist and choir-master in the UK. He was Master of Music 
of Westminster Cathedral for 12 years (1947–1959) where he developed the 
choir's forthright, full-throated tone—often, but rather vacuously described 
as "continental"—which contrasted with that of Anglican choirs at the 
time. Benjamin Britten praised the choir's 'staggering brilliance and 
authority', and proposed to write a piece for them. This resulted in 
the Missa Brevis (1959). Its first performance was one of Malcolm's last 
services at Westminster Cathedral before he retired on 1 September 1959. 
 
 
 


