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Letter from Father Scott 

“Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your cloth-
ing.” (Joel  2:12) 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

 This week we begin again the solemn season of Lent.  It is a time for re-
setting our life priorities, a time to turn and build our relationship with God, our 
Creator, and with our neighbor as well.  We are invited to enter into a season 
of soul searching: to examine our lives and hearts to turn from the sin that de-
stroys our fellowship with God, our neighbor and the created world in which 
we live. The tools that we use for this are prayer, fasting, study of scripture 
and works of mercy.  We do this both individually and as a community. For sin 
is both personal and corporate. 
 

 Today this project of ongoing repentance takes on new urgency as we see 
the world yet again engulfed in war.  We must be about the business of pray-
ing earnestly for Peace and Justice, not only in Ukraine, but throughout the 
Earth.  Yet, if this is our prayer, it must also be our goal as Christians; to be 
people of Peace and Justice.  We must ask ourselves, with the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, how do we live lives that reflect the love of God that we know 
in Jesus Christ?  As we walk together the way of Lent, we strive to become 
more like the Prince of Peace.   
 

In Christ, 
Fr. John Scott+ 

  

 

The Daughters of the King will sponsor a program on     

PRAYING FOR OTHERS  

Sunday, March 13, after church in the Blue Room.   

Our speaker will be Cindy Scott!   

               All are welcome.  Bring your lunch!  
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at St. Paul’s 

 

Priest 

     The  Rev. John Scott 

 

 

 Rector Emeritus 

     The Rev. Leslie C. Hughs 

 

Organist-Choir Director  

     Steven L. Rosenberry 

  

 

Wardens 

     Jeff Vunck 

     Kelly Dalton 

  

Vestry 

Robert Chase 

Eric Chan 

LaTanya Dillon 

Sandie Feck   

Dan Halloran       

Karen Hibbert 

Brian Kivilahti 

Kay Lee 

Tristan Lowery 

Beth  Moll    

      
 

 

Treasurer 

      Mary Jane McGuire 

  

      

 

EPISTLE Newsletter Editor 

       Susan Harwood 

  Pamela Coutchié 

   

     Photographs 

 Jeff Vunck 

  

     

 Deadline for article submission 

         is the 15th of each month. 
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Wardens’ Letter 

If you were to Google the month of March, you would find a multitude of national month-

long holidays, such as National Noodle Month, National Caffeine Awareness Month as 

well as National Umbrella Month, just to name a few. Adding to it the arrival of Spring 

and the arrival of Daylight Savings Time, it’s a very busy month as we transition from Win-

ter to Spring! 

If you google March religious observances, the number one response would be Lent, 

which we know starts 40 days before Easter, beginning on March 2nd this year. Lent is a 

time the Christian religion sets aside to remember that Christ sacrificed his life for our 

sins, died on the cross and defeated death through his resurrection. It’s a time during 

which we should be repentant (remembering our sins and our mortality) and further 

committed to continue Jesus’ work in this world. “Is not this the kind of fasting I have cho-

sen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed 

free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the 

poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn 

away from your own flesh and blood?” (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

Fr. John Scott, like a torch on a dark night, will guide us into this season, pausing mid-

journey to pass the torch to Fr. Michael Greene, who will lead us to our Easter destination 

on April 17th. This Lenten season will truly be a time of transition at St. Paul’s Church. 

Amongst all our social and religious observances, it will be bittersweet as we say 

“Farewell” and “Thanks” to Fr. Scott, who has led us in our spiritual travels since Fr. Nixon 

McMillan retired in the Summer of 2020. We will then welcome our next official Rector of 

St. Paul’s, Fr. Mike, on April 1st. 

Throughout his time with us, Fr. Scott has followed the guidelines regarding a supply 

priest’s duties and responsibilities. Fr. Scott, in an early conversation, outlined what he 

would provide for St. Paul’s and what he wouldn’t provide for St. Paul’s. We discussed the 

pros and cons of long-term supply priests and agreed upon a plan of business for St. 

Paul’s until such time when we had a new Rector. Fr. Scott gave us spiritual guidance 

while tasking the Wardens and Vestry with the running of St. Paul’s. 

 
Continues on page 3 

Loaves and Fishes  

The soup kitchen at St. Francis Mission serves the hungry every Saturday.  

St. Paul’s is specifically responsible for the second Saturday of each 

month: March 12 this month.  Interested helpers can come at 9am on Sat-

urday and find that there is something for everyone to do.  No cooking skills 

are even required.  You may find it a bit chaotic or 

surprisingly peaceful as hearts are fed and spirits 

raised.  As with the events described in the Gos-

pels, many are fed from the available resources.  

We are frontline witnesses to God’s provision for 

all. 

Come join us.  Contact Dan Halloran at            

danielhalloran3@gmail.com  
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Those of us who’ve had the opportunity to work closely with Fr. Scott know that he gave much more to us. He was in the office 

during the week working with Pam Coutchié and Steven Rosenberry on our Sunday and special event bulletins. He helped with 

Bible Study and Children's programs, and was always accessible by phone or email. Fr. Scott and his wife Cindy truly became part 

of the St. Paul's family and have been a gift from God. As written in James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect present comes 

from heaven; it comes down from God, the Creator of the heavenly lights, who does not change or cause darkness by turning .” Fr. 

Scott and Cindy have been blessings to us all. 

The Wardens must also acknowledge the role that the members of the Vestry have had during this time as well. St. Paul’s ad-

dressed and solved its own problems. The results have truly shown the importance of working together as we struggled through a 

myriad of challenges, heartaches, and celebrations. 

Our Diocese, like many, is experiencing a shortage of priests. Fr. Scott has already been in Diocesan conversations concerning 

where he will go next. But it is certain that whatever congregation Fr. Scott celebrates with next will truly benefit from what we 

ourselves have seen and experienced firsthand over the last two years. 

We wish Fr. Scott, his wife Cindy, and their family the very best in the future. We hope that our paths cross again! And to the 

Scotts, we are assured “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his 

people and continue to help them.” (Hebrew 6:10). God bless you both! 

And at the same time, we prepare for and welcome Fr. Mike, his wife Hope, and their children Aiden and Miriam to St. Paul’s. The 

excitement in anticipation of Fr. Mike’s arrival is undeniable. As we make plans for the upcoming months at St. Paul’s, it will be 

energizing to share that planning with our new Rector, and to see all the new ways God brings us to share Jesus’ love to all those 

we encounter. As expressed in Jeremiah 29:11, “I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disas-

ter, plans to bring about the future you hope for.” It is certain that God has good plans for St. Paul’s; we just don’t yet know what 

they are.  We are open to God’s guidance with our new Rector, Fr. Mike. 

Wishing you a very blessed Lenten Season! 

Jeff Vunck 

Kelly Dalton 

Continued from  page 2 

 

 

Back to Bach! 

Upcoming BACH AT ST. PAUL’S CONCERT. Sunday May 1 at 3 PM 

 
Organist Brian Glikes, DMA, will present organ music of Bach on St. Paul's magnificent neo-Baroque 
Casavant organ. Brian is music director of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Albany. The second half of 
the program will present the soloists of St. Paul's Choir with chamber orchestra performing arias and 
duets from Bach's Cantatas and the B minor Mass. Admission $20. Students 
free. Donor support is critical for this event and the support of Music at St. 
Paul’s. Donors may make contributions in the categories below. Checks to 
Music at St. Paul’s may be put in the Sunday collection or sent to the parish 
office by April 24. 
 

Archangel: $500 or more 
Grand Patron: $200 to $499 

Benefactor: $100 to $199 
Patron: $50 to $99 
Sponsor: up to $49 
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First Vestry meeting with the newly elected members.  As is the custom, Mary Jane McGuire, Treasurer, 

explains the budget process and how the financial activities are tracked at St.Paul’s. 

Purple is for Preparation 

In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, our children learn that a change of color in vestments and at the altar means 

we are entering a new season in the church’s liturgical year. The color purple signals that we are preparing for some-

thing significant, something great. 

We have other cues in our liturgy that this period of time is special and requires preparation and contemplation on our 

part. Some of these changes are subtle shifts within our normal liturgy; others clearly catch our attention.   

One of the noticeable events will occur on Sunday, March 7, when we open our service with the Great Litany.  The 

Great Litany is an intercession comprised of various petitions with congregational responses.  This liturgy is often used 

early in Lent but has also been used in times of great calamity. 

The Litany has its origins in fifth century Rome.  The first English language version was set by Archbishop Thomas Cran-

mer and published in 1544.  Henry VIII ordered that the Litany be used in procession when England was at war with 

Scotland and France.  The Litany was an appendix to the Eucharist in the 1549 version of the Book of Common Prayer. 

It was included in both the 1928 and 1979 versions of the Book of Common Prayer and in Enriching Our Worship 1 

(Church Publishing, 1998). 

The Great Litany may be said or sung.  The officiant and people may kneel or stand or the Litany may also be said/sung 

in procession.  The highly penitential rite begins with a call upon the Trinity for mercy. The next section contains inter-

cessory prayers for deliverance from evil and spiritual risks as well as natural disasters. The next sections include spe-

cific intercessions for the church, our country and those in need.  The Litany ends with a general confession of our 

short-comings and another plea for mercy.   

The Litany reminds us of our small place in the world and our great dependence on God’s great mercy and redemption 

through Jesus Christ.  We are preparing our hearts and minds for the full redemptive work achieved for us in Holy 

Week: Jesus’ death on a cross and His resurrection.             Submitted by Pam Coutchié 
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Letter from Father Greene 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at St. Paul’s, 
 
Lent is here this month.  It is an important season in the life of the Church, and it gets a lot of attention because of its 
traditions and practices.  It's often thought of as a time to 'give something up' or to take on some kind of abstinence, so 
as to have more time and attention to focus on spiritual things.  For some, it's a time of taking on extra disciplines, like 
praying more often, or doing more charitable giving.  I wonder if Lent is so acknowledged by popular culture for the 
simple reason that we Christians are a little more likely to talk about our faith or our religious practices with others dur-
ing this time.  "Would you like some chocolate cake?"   "No thanks, I'd better not, it's Lent, after all..."  Lent does in-
deed have a tradition of increasing spiritual disciplines, but it's important to remember that these are not goals to 
make in and of themselves.  Lent is primarily a time of preparation.  Our disciplines of doing more altruistic things and 
fewer hedonistic things are meant to help get our hearts and minds ready so that we can see the miracles of Holy 
Week and Easter when they are set before us, and to recognize them as clearly as possible in the way that they present 
themselves to us. 
 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, and its marking of penitent people with a sign that acknowledges our common mor-
tality.  The ashes are a reminder that time is short, and that if we want to get the most out of our pilgrimage, NOW is 
the time to start taking it more seriously.  Sometimes the ashes are worn as a sign of religiousity.  It seems like some 
people wear them around in order to say, 'Hey, check this out!  I went to Church!"  But Jesus warns against this mind-
set.  The ashes aren't important because they label us as Christians, or as devout people, but because when we see 
them all around us on other people, it is a powerful witness to the truth:  that we are all in this together, and that Di-
vine Love and forgiveness are the only real hope we have.  Ashes are a mark of something that used to be that has now 
gone away, but what made the ashes remains--a burning heat that separates truth from fiction, wheat from 
chaffe.  Maybe you've felt that heat in your heart, that wants to burn up injustice, or that shines brightly when you give 
selflessly to another. 
 
Lots of people know about Lent and Ash Wednesday.  But in the days right after Ash Wednesday there are some some-
what lesser known days on the Church Calendar.  They're called 'Ember Days'.  They don't occur just in Lent, but the 
Lenten ones are particularly important.  They are days of prayer for a renewal of ministry, for inspiration, and for the 
power of the Holy Spirit to form us each for our various ministries.  The idea of calling them Ember Days is that you 
stoke up the embers and blow the ash away in order to get a fire going again.  At the start of Lent this year, this seems 
like a particularly appropriate devotion.  Blow the ashes away, so that plenty of fresh air can get it; stoke the embers so 
that the sources of heat and light can come together and work better and more closely.  Let the fire rise up, giving light 
and warmth in a cold and wintery world.  Then by that light, and warmed with each other's closeness, we will see the 
miracle of Easter with a new clarity.  I, for one, can't wait. 

Your servant in Christ, 
Fr. Mike 

Bowling for PAWS 

The Committee on Inclusion (COI) is participating in the Bowling for PAWS fundraiser.  On Sunday, 
March 20th from 12pm to 4pm , the Albany Damien Center will hold its annual fund raising event 
Bowling for PAWS (Pets are Wonderful Support) at the Spare Time Bowling Alley in Latham.  

PAWS serves very low income persons struggling with HIV/AIDS and their beloved 
pets, providing veterinary care and food. For several years the COI fielded a team and, while our bowl-
ing talents have won no awards, we have been the #1 fundraising team. Please consider joining our 
team, The St. Paul's Episcobowlers, for an afternoon of fun and fundraising. You can also just come and 
cheer them on. Please contact Bob Englert for additional information or to join our team. Email: 
bob.enlgert@gmail.com or phone 518-859-5375 
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OUTREACH NEWS  

Dollar-a-Day-for-Haiti Funds Meds for Mobile Clinic 

In the remote community of La Hoye, Haiti, it’s nearly impossible for people to travel for healthcare (few 

roads, fewer cars). This goes double for minor injuries and ailments. Now the healthcare will come to 

them—thanks in part to St. Paul’s and its partners in the mission to La Hoye. 

Eight representatives from our partnership in the Haiti mission—which includes St. Paul’s, St. Andrew’s, and 

parishioners from other churches—have agreed to send $3,000 to supply a mobile clinic with essential medi-

cations for treating the 400 members of Christ the King Parish & School in La Hoye. This donation comes in 

response to an urgent request for specific meds from Christ the King’s rector, Father Jackson Laguerre.  

The Dollar-a-Day-for-Haiti fund, which the partnership maintains, will cover the cost of these needed sup-

plies. If you have participated in Dollar-a-Day-for-Haiti, thank you for the wonderful support that makes out-

reach like this possible.                   Submitted by John Backman 

Save the Date—Mark your Calendars Today 

ASH WEDNESDAY services will be held at 12:10 pm in the Chapel and 7:00 pm in the 
Church. 
 

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST  continues on Wednesdays in March at 12:10 pm.  
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY  will continue on Wednesdays in March at 7pm.  Sessions will be in-person and on 
Zoom.  (No session on ASH Wednesday.) Contact Kelly Dalton for Zoom information. 
 

ST. PAUL’S WEDNESDAY CRAFTERS will meet on Wednesday, March 9 following the 12:10 Eucharist.  Please 
contact Carolyn Burnworth for more information. 

 

LOAVES and FISHES Soup Kitchen, at St Francis Mission, Saturday, March 12. Please contact Dan Halloran 
directly to help at danielhalloran3@gmail.com  
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets on Saturday, March 19 at 10 am in the Blue Room. For further infor-
mation, contact  Sheila Smith at Sheilarsmith@icloud.com 

 

BOWLING FOR PAWS fund raiser will be held on Sunday, March 20 from 12 pm to 4 pm at the Spare Time 
Bowling Alley.  Please contact Bob Englert for more information: bob.englert@gmail.com  

Ladies Who Lunch 

The Ladies Who Lunch will return to the Normanside on Wednesday, March 9 at 12:30 pm.  
The Normanside is located at 150 Salisbury Rd. Delmar, NY 12054. Please RSVP to Candy 
Deisley at  Candace.Deisley@gmail.com   We hope to see you there! 

The Church Mouse has noticed that our treasurer, Mary Jane McGuire, is often here 

quietly working away on the computer during the week at various times of day to en-

sure that funds are tracked or allocated appropriately and bills are paid.  While Mary 

Jane may be unnoticed by many,  we all enjoy the benefits of her time and effort. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Normanside+Country+Club/@42.6385095,-73.8169099,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x9ae10945fa37a141!8m2!3d42.6385095!4d-73.8169099
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Lectionary Readings  

March, 2022 

 
March 2, Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2,12-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
Psalm 103:8-14 
 
March 6 
First Sunday in  Lent 
 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
 
March 13 
Second Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 
Psalm 27 

March 20 
Third Sunday in Lent 
 
Exodus 3:1-15 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
 
March 27 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
Joshua 5:9-12 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Psalm 32 

 

 

March 2022 

MARCH 6 

 

Organ Prelude: Bach – O man bewail thy sin 
(O Mensch bewein) 
The Great Litany 
Farrant – Call to Remembrance 
Brahms – Let nothing grieve thee 
Organ Postlude: Bach – Jesu, my joy 

MARCH 13 

Organ Prelude: Langlais – Out of the depths 
Byrd – Kyrie (Mass for 4 voices) 
Byrd – Miserere mei 
Turle – Psalm 27 
Organ Postlude: Walther- Out of the depths 
 

MARCH 20 

Organ Prelude: Walther – Partita: Jesu my 
joy 
Shephard – The secret of Christ 
Palestrina – Kyrie (Missa Brevis) 
Joubert – Psalm 63 
Organ Postlude: Walther – Partita conclu-
sion: Jesu my joy 
 

MARCH 27 

Organ Prelude:  Brahms – My heart is filled 
with longing 
Howells – Kyrie (Collegium Regale) 
Howells – Like as the hart 
Palestrina – Sicut Cervus 
Organ Postlude: Brahms – O world, I must 
now leave thee 
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Change the Clocks! 

Daylight savings time begins on Sunday, March 13.  

Change those clocks forward one hour on Saturday 

night or you will be arriving at church in time to greet 

those coming out the door! 



 

 

 

   

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Phone: 518-463-2257 

Rectory Phone: 518-451-9549 

Fax: 518-463-2981 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

21 Hackett Boulevard 

Albany, NY 12208  

Internet 

Church Website:  

http://www.stpaulsinalbanyny.org 

Church e-mail:  

        stpaulsec@logical.net 

St. Paul’s celebrates the Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 8 a.m. (Quiet Holy Eucharist in the Chapel) and 

10:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist with Choir and Organ in the Sanctuary) Daily Morning Prayer is said at 9 a.m. from Monday to Thurs-

day.  Midweek Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays at 12:10 in the Chapel.  Masks required indoors.  
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Saint Patrick, born in Britain around 385, is the 

patron saint of Ireland. He was kidnapped by Irish 

raiders while still a child and was made a slave. 

He escaped, returning to his home where he was 

educated and became a priest. He dedicated him-

self to spreading Christianity in the place where he 

was enslaved, and returned to Ireland in 432 as a 

missionary bishop. He died in 461, although leg-

end places his death in 493, more than 100 years 

after his birth. He is the protector of miners, and is 

invoked for liberation from Hell, for souls in Purga-

tory, and against rabies. The name Patrick is of 

Latin origin meaning “nobleman”. 

The painting MIRACLE OF SAINT PATRICK by 

Tiepolo, circa 1746, from the Museo Civico in Pad-

ua, depicts him in bishop’s clothing. 

 

Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, Public domain, via Wikimedia 

Commons 


