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Message from the Rector 
 

“Ordinary Time”--the Sundays after Pentecost 

A pretty big shift occurs in our Sunday morning worship around this time of 
year.  After the Feast of Pentecost and the close of our Easter observances, we enter 

into the longest season of the church year:  the Sundays after Pentecost.  This season 
takes us all the way to late November and the start of Advent and the new liturgical 
year, and it comprises about half of our annual Sundays in worship. 

The shift that happens is that instead of the season suggesting the themes and scrip-
tures for our worship, we focus on a string of Sundays, each with its own message 

and theme and scriptures, centering on the Gospel of the day.  The most notable fea-
ture of this period is that we finish reading almost all of one Gospel each year, having 
begun this in Advent and Epiphany. The three-year lectionary gives us one of the 

three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—for each year. John’s Gospel is 
used throughout each of the three years for certain Holy Days, Lent, and Easter, and 
as a supplement to the others, particularly the Gospel of Mark, which is much shorter 

than the others. We also read several of the New Testament letters each year during 
this period.  Finally, the Old Testament readings are chosen to complement the Gos-
pel reading for each Sunday. Most often they are events or prophecies which point to 

the work of Christ in the Gospel passage they accompany. 

This time, then, is a period in which the liturgy, Sunday after Sunday, leads us into a 
serious and orderly consideration of the Holy Scriptures. This time in the Church 
Year is a time to build on the stories of the ministry of Jesus that we experienced in 

the first half of the year: it is a time to focus more on the teachings of Jesus as the 
source of new life and growth in grace—suggested by our liturgical color of green.  

The Bible records Sunday as the Day of Creation, the Day of Resurrection, the Day of 
the Spirit—the Lord’s Day is all of these, and for that reason it is the day of celebra-

tion for the church. So it is also the Baptismal Day and the Eucharistic Day. It has 
been said that every Sunday is Easter.   This triple significance of the first day of the 
week led the first 

Christians to replace the last day of the week, Saturday, as the Sabbath, and to look 

instead to the first day of the week as the day set aside as the Lord’s Day.  Early Jew-
ish Christians continued to keep the Sabbath, but they also gathered early in the 
morning on the first day of the week to celebrate the Eucharist. Later Christians 

moved the celebration of Christ’s resurrection from Passover to the Sunday follow-
ing. As time went on, certain Sabbath customs began to be merged with the             

Continues on page 3 
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Rebuild, Restore, Renew 

Almost three years ago, during the summer of 2019, St. Paul’s launched its 
capital campaign, Rebuild, Restore, Renew. Thanks to the efforts of a ded-
icated team of volunteers and the generosity of many parishioners commit-
ted to the future of St. Paul’s, total initial contributions and pledges to the 
campaign totaled $262,025, exceeding our campaign goal of $197,000 by 
more a third. Since the initial solicitation phase of the campaign, additional 
donations have brought the total of donations and pledges to $270,665, 
representing a total 37 percent greater than the campaign goal and just 
short of the campaign’s challenge goal.  

 

Donations to the capital campaign have allowed St. Paul’s to complete 
many projects to enhance the safety, energy efficiency, utility and comfort 

of both our church building and our rectory. 

 

I am very happy to report, that by 
March 31, 2022, those who had 
pledged to the campaign had actually 
paid more than the total pledged. 
However, these generous donations 
hide the fact that, as of March 31, 
2022, a total of $31,210 in pledge 
payments was still outstanding.  

 

Most campaign donors committed to 
completing payment of their pledges 
over three years, i.e., by September 
2022. As the end of our campaign 
draws to a close, I urge all parishion-
ers to take steps to complete pay-
ment of their commitments to the 
capital campaign by September, if 
possible. If your financial situation 
has changed so that you must with-
draw or amend your pledge, please 
let me, or if you prefer, the rector, 
know so that we can adjust our ex-
pectations for the conclusion of the 
campaign. The table to the right 
shows the outstanding balance on 
capital campaign pledges as of 
March 31, 2022. If you have any 
questions regarding your initial pledge, payments made to date or out-
standing balance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you for your continued support of this important campaign. 

Blessings, 

Mark Lowery, Capital Campaign Chair 

ML325@aol.com     

518-459-0764 

Outstanding capital campaign pledges 
through March 31, 2022. 
Pledge Paid through 

March 31, 2022 
Balance 

 $ 3,000  $ 2,990  $ 10 

 $ 2,016  $ 960  $ 1,056 

 $10,000  $ 9,600  $ 400 

 $ 500  $ 200  $ 300 

 $ 300  $ 0  $ 300 

 $ 1,000  $ 272  $ 728 

 $ 750  $ 250  $ 500 

 $ 1,000  $ 900  $ 100 

 $20,000  $ 10,000  $ 10,000 

 $ 1,800  $ 1,600  $ 200 

 $ 6,000  $ 2,000  $ 4,000 

 $21,000  $ 18,260  $ 2,740 

 $10,000  $ 8,618  $ 1,382 

 $ 1,000  $ 168  $ 832 

 $ 6,000  $ 2,000  $ 4,000 

 $ 1,000  $ 922  $ 78 

 $ 2,000  $ 1,800  $ 200 

 $10,000  $ 9,088  $ 912 

 $10,000  $ 6,547  $ 3,453 

 $ 1,000  $ 981  $ 19 

 Total Outstanding  $ 31,210 
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celebration of the Lord’s Day. For instance, just as the Sabbath begins at sunset on Friday, the liturgical days 
began the Lord’s Day at sunset on the day before—a custom still  preserved in our liturgy as we keep the 
‘eves’ of Holy Days like Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, and All Saints’ Day. 

Gradually, Sunday came to be associated with the Sabbath day of rest, and eventually, in around 321 AD, the 
newly converted Roman Empire established Sunday as a legal holiday. While there were advantages in this—

for instance, most people had a legally protected day when they did not have to work—it has also created vari-
ous problems in our understanding of Sunday and in our celebration of it. 

In parts of Christian history which particularly influenced our own past, filled with Dutch and English Puri-
tans who sought new land and religious freedom, there came to be the sort of rigid legalism about keeping 

Sunday as a day of rest—the very thing Jesus had criticized in the Sabbath observances of the Pharisees. This 
attitude included the idea that to take part in anything ‘fun’ on a Sunday was out of order. It also tended to en-
courage Christians to look down on or disinclude those who could not keep Sunday as a day of rest because of 

their work. 

Some early Christian writers referred to Sunday as the “Eighth Day” of the week.  The idea seeks to express 
the notion of the Lord’s Day as an event which transcends time and space—a day which takes us beyond our 
life in this world and into the life of the kingdom, the eternal day of Christ, the first day of the New Crea-

tion.  Sunday as the “Eighth Day” of the week, by the way, is why many baptismal fonts, including our own, 
are eight-sided—because Baptism is the way we enter into eternal life, into the Eighth Day. Sunday, then, is 
not only the first day, the Creation Day, but also the Eighth Day, the day the creation was made new in Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

So the Church has always kept Sunday, specially as the Baptismal day, the day on which those born into this 
world are reborn into the life of God’s kingdom; and also, as the Eucharistic day, it is the day when the church 
in the world is united with the larger church both in and beyond this world.  We speak of our worship being 

joined with “angels and archangels and all the company of heaven.” And, as the day of the Spirit, it is the day 
when  we return to the Holy Spirit, whom we address in the Creed as “the Giver of life” to fill us with hope 
and grace by reminding us of our share in God’s unending life. 

The Old Testament Sabbath was understood as a gift from God to humankind, the act of God which recogniz-

es the value of human life in this world. That in itself is not insignificant in a world which tends to pressure its 
creatures to work unceasingly. But the New Testament Lord’s Day is for more than this life—it is a foretaste 
of the life everlasting. When, in the opening acclamation of the Eucharist, we bless God the Holy Trinity and 

bless God’s kingdom, we are expressing the understanding of Christians, in all ages, that in our Baptism, and 
in the Eucharist, we are living beyond this world. We are taken into the kingdom of God, and in us the world 
is being brought into the most intimate communion possible with the world which is to come. 

As we celebrate each of these Sundays, we have the opportunity to reflect on God’s Word in an orderly and 
comprehensive way. We also find ourselves being made the living and visible sign of God’s kingdom in this 
world. All that we heard and said and did, from Advent through Pentecost, is summed up in our Sunday cele-
brations. We, the people of God, are made fruitful, and we are equipped to live in Christ and to reveal him in 
our lives. 

Continued from  page 2 Capital Campaign Update 

We are so pleased to tell you that the last project covered 
under the Capital Campaign – replacing the driveway at 
the Rectory – has been completed!  Thank you once 
again for your support, both financial and spiritual, during 
the Campaign.  Together, we offer each other and our 
community a safe, supportive, and loving home.  

Continued from page 1 
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          Celebration of New Ministry 

 

 

 

Church Mouse noticed how many hands it took to prepare the church for the Celebration 

of New Ministry and how many hands prepared the tasty treats and how many hands 

worked to clean up after the joyful celebration.  There were no crumbs left for this mouse!   

St. Paul’s Welcomes Hope Didier  

Please join Fr. Michael in welcoming Hope Didier to our St. Paul's family.  We're very excited 

to have the office administrator position filled, and are excited to have her on board.  Come 

by sometime and say hello. 

Regular office hours for the summer will be Tues-Thurs. 10am-3pm, or by appointment.  We 
are still always looking for volunteers and folks who can help with our regular publication and  
communications work.  

Hi my name is Hope Didier. I’ve lived in the Pittsburgh area my entire life until now. My hus-
band’s career brought us to this area and I’m excited to be in a new environment. I’ve had 
various jobs such as working in the oil and gas industry and emergency services but my all 
time favorite job is being a mom to my  kids and my animals. In my free time, I volunteer at 
an animal rescue. 
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The Summer Sunday  
                 Service Schedule  

Beginning Sunday, June 19, services 

will be at 8:00 a.m. in the chapel and 

9:30 a.m. in the main sanctuary.  Cof-

fee hour will be an abbreviated version 

– still offering time to visit with each 

other, but offering only cold drinks ra-

ther than coffee/tea with snacks. 

We hope that you will take advantage 

of this opportunity to come together to 

worship and enjoy the fellowship of our 

parishioners 

 

Save the Date—Mark your Calendars Today 

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST  continues on Wednesdays in June, July and August  at 12:10 pm.  
 

LOAVES and FISHES Soup Kitchen at St. Francis Mission, Saturdays, July 9 and August 13.  
Please contact Dan Halloran directly to help at danielhalloran3@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets on Saturday, June 18, 10 am in the Blue Room. For further information, 
contact  Sheila Smith at Sheilarsmith@icloud.com 

 

FOOD PANTRY needs continue all summer.  Please bring your donations on ANY SUNDAY this summer.  
Please do what you can to help those most affected by the rising cost of food and basic necessities. 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

We gathered for our last atrium session of the year at the atrium at St. John’s, Troy.  We returned to our key theme: The 

Love of the Good Shepherd and his care for us.  We spent time at the prayer table exploring the first three verses of Psalm 

23 and we heard the Parable of the Found Sheep.  We ended our session considering the Parable of the Mustard Seed and 

what that tells us about God’s Kingdom: from a very tiny seed, something very large grows and provides shelter for all. 

A Note from your Co-Editors: 

This is the final edition of THE EPISTLE for this program season.  Like some other programs at St. Paul’s, THE EPISTLE 

will be on a summer hiatus.  A new edition will appear in September, 2022.  Until then, watch  your email inbox for 

weekly email blasts to stay informed about upcoming events and activities at St. Paul’s. 

Ladies Who Lunch  had a great time in May at TJ’s!   
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BACH AT ST. PAUL’S  

CONCERT  

The first concert since Covid 
was a great success. Over 100 
people filled the church and 
enjoyed the music of Bach for 
organ and for solo voices 
with chamber orchestra. A 
special thank you to the do-
nors who helped make this 
event possible and helped 
support the music program at 
St. Paul’s.  

Rogation Sunday 

Walking the grounds of St. Paul’s,  we prayed for 

God’s blessing on our efforts for the coming year.  

Accompanied by musicians, we heard scripture 

passages reminding us of our responsibility for 

what God has given us in creation.  We paused at 

places of memory, meditation and our FOCUS   

vegetable garden. 



 

 

M usic Notes 
from the Music Director 
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Lectionary Readings  

Early Summer, 2022 

 
June 19 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Isaiah 65:1-9 
Psalm 22:18-27 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39  

June 26 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21 
Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1,13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 I 

July 3 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
Psalm 66:1-8 
Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  
 
July 10 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
Psalm 25:1-9 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37  
 
July 17 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 18:1-10a 
Psalm 15 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42  

July 24 
Seventh Sunday after  
Pentecost 
 
Genesis 18:20-32 
Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 
Luke 11:1-13  

 

 

June, 2022 

JUNE 19 

 

Organ Prelude: Wachet Auf! - Bach 

Jason Boemio, soloist 

Organ Postlude: Kommst du nun - Bach 

JUNE 26 

Organ Prelude: Praeludium in d minor - 
Bruhns 

Tess McCarthy and David Rudnick, soloists 

Organ Postlude: Praeludium in g minor - 
Bruhns 
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Albany Gay Men’s Chorus concert was held at St. Paul’s on June 11. 

St. Paul’s marches in Pride Parade,  June 12. 



 

 

 

   

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Phone: 518-463-2257 

Rectory Phone: 518-451-9549 

Fax: 518-463-2981 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

21 Hackett Boulevard 

Albany, NY 12208  

Internet 

Church Website:  

http://www.stpaulsinalbanyny.org 

Church e-mail:  

        stpaulsec@logical.net 

St. Paul’s celebrates the Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 8 a.m. (Quiet Holy Eucharist in the Chapel) and 9:30 

a.m. (Holy Eucharist with Soloists and Organ in the Sanctuary) Daily Morning Prayer is said at 9 a.m. from Monday to Thursday 

in the Chapel.  Midweek Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays at 12:10 in the Chapel.  Masks optional indoors. 

Summer Social Events at St. Paul’s 

Many events are planned for the St. Paul’s family this summer.  Details will be 

coming in email blasts during the weeks ahead.  You can also contact the  

office for details. Come and join the family for some summer fun together. 

July 12 Vestry Picnic at the Rectory at 6 p.m. 

July 23 Valley Cats Game at 7:30 p.m.Joe Bruno Stadium with fireworks 

August 6 Six Flags-Great Escape  at Lake George  Carpool from 8 am, or meet us 

there. 

 

August 21 Altar server/Altar Guild/Liturgical leader picnic at the Rectory at 3:00 

p.m. 

 

September 8 Choir/Musicians picnic at the Rectory 2:00 p.m. 

 

Breakfast with the Rector, all dates  9:30- 10:30 am   

June 26  Jack's Diner, 626 Central Ave. 

July 17 Capital City Diner 1709 Western Ave. 

August 13 Cafe Madison 1108 Madison Ave.  
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