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Letter from the Rector 
 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends at St. Paul’s, 

Here at the start of my first full program year at St. Paul’s I’m 
delighted by the spirit and enthusiasm that seems to be growing 
as we step back into some more of our normal routines for the 
first time in a few years.  It’s wonderful to see that our natural 
response to being able to worship and minister together is one 
of joy and celebration.  The summer has been a good time of 
refreshment and renewal as we’ve worked to bring a long and 

uncertain time of transition to its completion, and now it’s time to take that momentum and 
return it to the worship and ministries that are so foundational to our common life as a con-
gregation.  It’s clear from my short time here that an open and welcoming hospitality, and a 
thriving fellowship with one another and the whole community are some of those founda-
tional ministries, and we have some wonderful opportunities for this ahead.  First, our be-
loved Organist and Choirmaster Steven Rosenberry is celebrating twenty years of ministry 
among us this fall, and we have a special evensong planned to mark the occasion.  We’re 
also planning a parish-community supper with our first ever Oktoberfest with lots of Ger-
man delicacies, and fun for everyone.  I’m also looking forward to the return of the Cabaret 
after its COVID hiatus; it seems to have an almost legendary status at St. Paul’s!  Come and 
join us for all these wonderful events, and help us spread the word! 

The time of transition is drawing to a close at St. Paul’s, but it’s very much in full swing in the 
Diocese of Albany.  After nearly two years of discernment, conversations, listening sessions, 
and consultations, our Diocese has published the call for nominees to be our next bishop 
along with the completed diocesan profile.  I encourage you to look through the profile, 
which can be found here:  https://albanyepiscopaldiocese.org/2022/09/14/more-info-2/ .  
Following the past summer’s convention, the diocese has initiated a new consultation group 
focusing on communion across difference.  I have applied to be part of this group, as have 
some of our parishioners here at St. Paul’s.  I hope for some constructive conversations that 
will help to ensure our bishop search process is Spirit-filled and successful.   
Come and see all the wonderful things going on here in coming weeks! Join in and help us in 
our mission to welcome and serve all! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Fr. Mike 
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Message from the Wardens 

September has long been known as a 
month of transition. We say goodbye to 
summer, the nights get cooler, the last of 
the crops are harvested, and the trees 
begin their colorful change. Parents wel-
come the new school year while children 
longingly wish for those lazy, hazy days of 
summer to return. 

 
It has been several months since we have submitted a Warden's Message for the Epistle. 
In our last message in April, we were welcoming Father Michael Greene as our new rec-
tor. The message closed with the proverb “Rome was not built in a day”! 
 
And here we are six months later. Behind the scenes, it has been exceptionally busy as 
the wardens and the whole volunteer office staff have worked with Father Mike and our 
new Office Manager, Hope Didier, to bring them both up to speed while keeping St. Pauls’ 
programs and communications going smoothly. We praise God that Father Mike and 
Hope are both welcome additions to our church family and they both bring joy to St. 
Paul’s every day. 
 
Our Church social calendar has been filled with exceptionally memorable events over the 
Spring and Summer months. There were breakfasts with Father Mike at several favorite 
restaurants, gatherings after Holy Day Services, group picnics at the Rectory, outings to 
the Valley Cats baseball game, Six Flags Great Escape and the Albany Park Playhouse, as 
well as a scenic boat cruise and an afternoon at the Track.  
 
The Buildings and Grounds Committee completed needed repairs to the educational wing 
over the summer, including new carpeting in two rooms, prior to Headstart resuming for 
the new school year. WiFi is also now available in our Chapel through another completed 
project. The parking lot was resurfaced and re-striped in July, too. 
 
In September at St. Paul’s, we transition from our summer hours to our fall schedule and 
the Choir returns after their summer hiatus. Most folks in the Northeast look forward to 
the cooler days, the change in scenery, and perhaps the return of pumpkin spice coffee 
and apple cider donuts!  For the Wardens and Vestry members, we now look forward to 
the many church events that lie ahead in the new program year at St. Paul’s Church. Our 
social outings and Buildings and Grounds projects continue to reinforce and support our 
fellowship. These activities help us to redefine ourselves and our future as we continue to 
live with ongoing awareness of COVID and its variants, which seems to stay always on our 
horizon. 
 
We are encouraged in Isaiah 43:18-19, “Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” The excitement for the St. 
Paul’s program year is infectious as we continue to reach out to our parishioners and to 
our community and spread Jesus’ loving help and companionship. 
 
We continue to plan multiple fellowship opportunities and social events (excited to see 
everyone at Oktoberfest!). Morning Prayer, Wednesday noontime Service, Wednesday 
evening Bible Discussions, Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen, and Ladies Who Lunch contin-
ue, to name a few. And other programs are added as community needs are identified, 
such as our completed clothing drive collection for Community Connections, our ongoing 
collection to support Eric Chan and his unit who are deployed over-
seas through December, and collections to help restock the  Continues on page 3 
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medical cabinet in our Haiti community. 
 
We have faith in the words of 2 Corinthians 9:10, “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.” As we move forward into the 2022-2023 program year, God 
will be with us, multiplying our efforts into fruitful fellowship and support of our community. 
 
The Wardens warmly invite you to be part of the various fellowship opportunities that are happening here at St. Paul’s. There are 
so many opportunities in which to get involved and share Jesus’ love with others, whether it is by joining the Liturgical team, Build-
ings and Grounds, Knitting Group, Altar Guild, Stewardship, Outreach, Youth Ministries, Choir, or other St. Paul’s committees. 
 
Rome was not built in a day, and neither was St. Paul’s. But we continue to build upon our cornerstone with Father Mike and our 
flourishing congregation’s support. From Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, “If you can't fly then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't 
walk then crawl, but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.” 
          
God Bless! 

Jeff Vunck, Senior Warden 
Kelly Dalton, Junior Warden 

Continued from page 2 

 

Keep LaHoye Healthy and Safe—for a Dollar a Day 

 

If you’ve got a headache, you pop an ibuprofen. If you see trouble on your street, you lock your doors and call the police.  

For members of Christ the King Episcopal Parish and School in LaHoye, Haiti, nothing is that simple. They have no access to the 
everyday meds that are as close to us as our medicine cabinet. And the presence of armed gangs throughout Haiti can make even 
attending church a risky affair. 

These conditions make healthcare and safety the top 2023 priorities for Christ the King—and for its partners in mission, which in-
clude St. Paul’s and St. Andrew’s. 

The healthcare priority is an extension of a $3,000 gift, approved by the partners in February, to supply a mobile health clinic with 
more than 20 common medications for treating the 400 members of Christ the King, as well as their families and neighbors. The 
partners now aim to make this $3,000 an annual gift.  

Meanwhile, on the security front, Christ the King seeks to build a wall around the entire compound—church and school—to en-
hance safety. Funds for the project would also support construction of a new latrine with walls and a roof for added privacy and 
security. 

Over the years, the partnership’s support has improved the lot of LaHoye residents in “everyday” but critical ways. Christ the King 
has installed solar panels for affordable energy, dug a well to provide residents and schoolchildren with clean water, and rebuilt 
the two school buildings after they were heavily damaged in a recent microburst.  

“It’s natural for family members to support one another in tough times,” said Kate Storms, St. Paul’s liaison to the partnership, 
“and the people in LaHoye are our family—our siblings in Christ, and members of the same Episcopal province. I’m just grateful 
we’ve been able to stand with them in a tangible way over the years.”  

The impact of these gifts extends well beyond the church and school. Christ the King serves as the heart of the LaHoye community, 
and both church members and non-members have benefited from such services as the mobile clinic.  

For St. Paul’s parishioners, the most effective way to improving healthcare and safety in LaHoye is to support Dollar-a-Day for Haiti. 
As the name implies, the program asks participants to give just $1 a day toward helping the people of LaHoye access the 
“everyday” advantages of our own lives, like medication and safety.  

                     Submitted by John Backman 



 

 

The Challenge of the Gospel:  Impartial Love and Radical Hospitality 

                             By Fr. Mike 

I saw a bumper sticker on the back of a fellow clergyperson’s car.  It read, “Comfort the disturbed.  Disturb the comfortable.”  

Most of us can easily get behind the first part of that statement, but nobody particularly wants to be disturbed, and we tend to be 

jealous of our comforts.  Most of our routines are carefully crafted to avoid such disruption.  But the Gospel is disruptive.  It points 

us to the reality that things are not as they should be in the world around us, and that we are called to work with God to change 

that.  We can’t keep going with many of the things that we’re used to doing for much longer, but they’re comfortable.  There is 

one category of people who don’t usually mind a bit of disruption, though:  those who are marginalized, excluded, and left out by 

the way things are.  In all parts of our lives, if we’re honest, we have some habits and processes that could use some disruption.   

It’s not hard to identify some of those processes and cycles that need disruption and change, but Jesus shows us that the best way 

to effect change is not by violence or coercion, but by disarming ourselves and others through witness to love and hospitality.  

Opening our hearts and our church to everyone is the very root of the discipleship that we are all called to.  Some people call this 

an ‘Impartial Witness to Love’; another more popular term these days is ‘Radical Hospitality’. 

With any popular phrase that’s recently come up, it might help to be clear what it means.  It is certainly hospitality, but one that 

goes past the point of comfort and actually addresses the needs of those we are welcoming.  ‘Radical’ is often used as a political 

word, but there is nothing party political about this.  In this case, ‘radical’ means “to affect the fundamental nature of something.”  

So offering radical hospitality means something more than just being friendly and putting out nice snacks—it involves standing 

with people in their need and in their struggles, particularly those we notice at the margins of our society. 

There are stories of this kind of ministry already at St. Paul’s.  We welcome people into our church every day, through the head 

start program; we partner with other congregations who worship and minister among us, primarily to immigrant communities.  

These are all acts of hospitality to historically marginalized parts of our community.  There are stories like this from all over the 

Church, too, and when these stories are shared, they become beacons of light for those who are struggling and looking for some 

sign that they are not alone, and that there are others who will gladly stand with them.  Then the Church grows, because people 

become increasingly aware that the miracles of Jesus are still happening here. 

This is where we are called out of our comfort zone to follow Jesus more closely.  There are still whole categories of people 

around us who long for a relationship with a community that values their presence, and with which they long to serve.  We still 

have a lot of work ahead, but the Good News is that whenever we strive to do this, God is with us to guide us and help us.  Where 

are places that you notice where people are waiting in the margins to hear news of a welcome like the one we enjoy?  How can 

we disturb unjust systems by standing with people and celebrating their beauty and dignity as children of God?  Perhaps there are 

elderly people around us who are increasingly alone, longing for friendship and company.  Perhaps there are refugees and immi-

grants around us who feel lost and alone in a strange place.  Perhaps there are people who have been incarcerated or hospitalized 

whose humanity is diminished by their isolation, and a friendly word taken to them could make all the difference.  

Here is a crucial part of this kind of hospitality, though, and the stories of this kind of ministry all have this common thread:  Radi-

cal hospitality involves renouncing a desire to reshape or recreate other people in our own image.  We extend this kind of hospi-

tality without expectation that the people we stand with and serve will conform to our opinions or expectations.  We may even 

need to concede some of what we feel is an important part of our community identity in order to be more hospitable to those we 

wish to welcome.  This is a message beyond, ‘thank you for your custom;’ or, ‘we’re glad you’re here; or even, ‘please join us.’  It 

says ‘We see you.  We see you as an image of the Love of God, and we want to stand with you, wherever you’re coming from.  It 

changes our identifying question from ‘Can you join us?’ to ‘How can we join with you?’ 

This is the example put before us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  We see in him a God who does more than holds up a set of 

standards that we can meet if we want to be with God, but rather a God who loves us so impartially and so radically that Jesus 

comes to meet us where we are, to join us in our joys and in our struggles.  When our patron, St. Paul, reminds us that when we 

practice this kind of love and hospitality, God is ‘forming Christ in us’; maybe this is what he’s talking about. 
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History—Alive at St. Paul’s 

St. Paul’s archives has many portraits, more than a hundred images of rectors, wardens, 
vestry and others. But my favorite among them all is this portrait of William Ingram Kip, 
our rector from 1837 until 1853. Adding to its interest, this year marks 175 years since it 
was created. In a December 1847 announcement of the new engraving, the Albany Even-
ing Journal suggested that “a more appropriate gift, to any member of St. Paul’s Church, 
could not be selected.” 

This portrait is based on a painting by William Tolman Carlton, a Boston native who spent 
a few years in Albany in the late 1840s. You may have seen reproductions of his most 
famous work, Watch Meeting--Dec. 31st, 1862--Waiting for the Hour, which hangs in the 
Lincoln bedroom at the White House. 

The engraving is special to us because it depicts Kip standing at St. Paul’s altar in our church on South Pearl Street. In 
accordance with Prayer Book rubrics of the period, Kip stands at the end of the altar, giving the congregation a full 
view of the breaking of the bread and other liturgical movements. Also typical of the time, he is vested in a surplice 
only.  

Carlton includes the communion silver in the painting as well. You can see the chalice and ewer just to Kip’s left. Those 
pictured are very similar to the oldest communion set we still use for special occasions, including two chalices dated 
1839 and a ewer dated 1840. 

Our copy of the image is in an ornate old frame, with a label on the back explaining its history. It originally hung in the 
library of John D. Parsons, Sr.,founding partner of the printing house Weed, Parsons & Co., on Hall Place in Arbor Hill. 
It was donated to St. Paul’s in 1932 in memory of Parsons’ daughter, Ada Parsons Failing (1856-1931).  

Submitted by Paul Nance 
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 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Beginning the Year with Children 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) takes place in an Atrium.  The Atrium is a place specifically prepared for the child 

with hands-on materials to help them to draw closer to God, to hear God’s word and to respond to what is heard.   The Atrium 

year begins with the setting up of the Prayer table and the Enthronement of the Bible.   

 The Catechesis program stands on two “pillars”: Scripture and Liturgy.  The Bible is, therefore, essential in every Atrium session.  

The children participate in setting up the prayer table and come to understand the importance of the Bible as we begin our year.   

Some of you may recall pictures from Lent last year as our children set up Prayer Tables in their own homes.  We had asked the 

parents to provide a Bible for that prayer table.  Each home was provided with the same kinds of materials we use in the Atrium:  

a cloth of the appropriate liturgical color, a religious item, a candle and snuffer.  Parents were encouraged to provide something 

beautiful such as flowers or a photograph.  After placing the purple cloth  for the season of Lent on the table and the Good Shep-

herd icon and flowers, the Bible was to be placed on the table.  The Bible is the most important book and so is carried with two 

hands and high up to emphasize its importance.  The children all carried the Bible to their home prayer tables lifted high with 

both hands 

The first time we set up the prayer table in the Atrium year, we will go through the same process.  However, this fall we will still 

be in the Season after Pentecost, sometimes called Ordinary Time, but it is also known to the children as “growing” time. During 

this season we grow in our understanding of Jesus and in His love for us.  What liturgical color do we see on the altar and on the 

chasuble worn by Fr. Mike at this time of year?  The children respond quickly “Green!”   

We will process to the prayer table, each child carrying an article for the table.  We will have a prayer card on the prayer table: 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  (Psalm 119:105).   Whose word are we talking about?  Where do we 

find it?  It is there on the prayer table, the Holy Bible.   

Why is God’s word a lamp?  What does a lamp do for us?  Why do we worry about a “lamp for our feet”?  Have you ever walked 

in the dark?  Why is it important to have a light for our path?  Continued on page 6 
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And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them, and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd.  And all ate and were filled. What was left over was gathered up, twelve baskets of 
broken pieces. Luke 9:16-17, NRSV 

 

Dear St Paul’s Family, 
 

Leading the annual campaign is never easy, but it has its own rewards. One of those is to witness the power of how 
your gifts fund the mission and ministry of our church in the community. Because of you, we can share our message of 
love with many, and this is the greatest gift! 
 

We are encouraged to focus on Works, Wisdom, and Wealth as we enter our annual campaign this year, and it falls on 
me to talk about Wealth. Each household has had a different financial experience of the pandemic, and this year’s tur-
bulent market and inflation have been rough on all of us. Even so, I am inspired by the ways you made and continued 
to make your financial gifts to sustain our ministry. 
 

Our campaign theme for this Autumn is More Than Enough, and it comes from the end of Luke’s version of the feeding 
of the five-thousand. Responding to Jesus’ call, the gathered crowd turns their pockets inside out, shakes out their 
blankets, rummages through their parcels to find enough to take care of the needs of the community. And what do 
they realize? That by the miracle of faith and the action of Love, there was more than enough, an abundance of lefto-
vers! 
 

Our stewardship campaign is like that ancient story: each of us contributing what we can provides enough – enough to 
fund our operations and an abundance more to take care of our neighbors and plan for the future. Every gift is a mira-
cle, a chance to change the world. And every gift is Love, the kind of love that protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres, 
as St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians.  
 

Thank you. Thank you for all that you do for the Church and for the world. Today I am asking you to consider what you 
will pledge to our community in the coming year to sustain our ministry and to serve our neighbors. Every gift of 
wealth, works, and wisdom goes toward our ministry and mission, and yours is essential to us. I ask that you pray with 
us as we launch our annual gathering of gifts and gratitude and consider how you will contribute your gift of wealth.  

 

In the spirit of love, 

Kelly Dalton 

Junior Warden and Stewardship Chair 

St. Paul’s Wednesday Knitters The Wednesday Knitters meet the second Wednesday of each 

month, September through June following the 12:10 Eucharist. Each Advent, the parish has a 

mitten tree we decorate with scarves, mittens, hats and gloves to give to charitable organizations 

in Albany.  Our small group helps with this poject.  Newcomers are always welcome.  Bring a bag 

lunch and your current knitting or crocheting project and join us in the library for a couple of re-

laxed hours.    

We will hear from God’s word in every atrium session.  We will think about it and talk about it; we will try to 
understand what we hear.  It is God’s word, the Light, that guides us and helps us to know Jesus better. 

 

Where is the light in our own lives?  Do we look for the light to show us our path, guide us in our decisions?  Please join the chil-

dren in finding God’s word as the Lamp to our feet and the Light for our path.      Submitted by Pam Coutchié 

Continued from page 5 
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Rebuild, Restore, Renew 

The end of summer marked the official end of the Capital Campaign we launched during the summer of 2019, Rebuild, 
Restore, Renew. As our dedicated team of volunteers began planning the campaign, we set a campaign goal of 
$197,000. I will be the first to admit my skepticism that we would meet that goal, let alone our challenge goal of 
$283,000. 

Although we can expect some additional contributions, I am happy to report that, as of August 31, 2022, total payments 
on pledges and other contributions to the campaign have totaled $281.593, exceeding our campaign goal of $197,000 
by more than 40 percent and just short of the campaign’s challenge goal. In fact, I expect that donations received in 
September will push the campaign total over the challenge goal. 

As I reported in the June Epistle, many parishioners   

who had pledged to the campaign have actually paid more than the total 
pledged. However, these generous donations hide the fact that, as of Au-
gust 31, 2022, a total of $24,241 in pledge payments was still outstanding.  

Although our campaign has officially come to a close, I urge any parishion-
ers who have not completed payments on their pledges to continue to con-
sider fulfilling their commitments to the capital campaign as they are able. If 
your financial situation has changed so that you must withdraw or amend 
your pledge, please let me, or if you prefer, the rector, know, so that we can 
adjust our expectations for the conclusion of the campaign.  

The table to the right shows the outstanding balance on capital campaign 
pledges as of August 31. If you have any questions regarding your initial 
pledge, payments made to date or outstanding balance, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me. 

Thank you for your continued support of this important campaign. 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Lowery 

Capital Campaign Chair 

ML325@aol.com 

518-459-0764 

Outstanding capital campaign pledges 
through March 31, 2022. 
Pledge Paid through 

August 31, 2022 
Balance 

$3,000       2,990.00 ($10) 

$2,016       1,020.00 ($996) 

$500         200.00 ($300) 

$300                - ($300) 

$1,000         272.00 ($728) 

$750         250.00 ($500) 

$1,000         960.00 ($40) 

$20,000     10,000.00 ($10,000) 

$6,000       2,000.00 ($4,000) 

$1,000         168.00 ($832) 

$6,000       2,000.00 ($4,000) 

$2,000       1,850.00 ($150) 

$10,000       9,928.00 ($72) 

$10,000       7,827.00 ($2,173) 

$1,000         980.84 ($19) 
 Total Outstanding ($24,120) 

 
The Order of the Daughters of the King is an organization of women who are 
communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in communion with it, or 
churches in the historic episcopate but not in communion with it.  Members  
undertake a Rule of Life, incorporating the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of  
Service.  By reaffirmation of the promises made at Baptism and Confirmation, a 
Daughter pledges herself to a life-long program of prayer, service and  
evangelism, dedicated to the spread of Christ's Kingdom and the strengthening 
of the spiritual life of her parish. 

 

Our chapter is small but growing.  We are members together with women from St. Andrew's church.  We meet once a 
month, after the 10:30 a.m. service.  If you are interested in joining us, please speak to Candy Deisley, President. 

 

Ladies Who Lunch 
 

Ladies Who Lunch will meet again on Wednesday, October 19th.  We'll gather at church for the 12:10 
Communion Service, and head out to Normanside!  All women of the parish are encouraged to join 
us!  Please RSVP to Candace.Deisley@gmail.com. 

mailto:ML325@aol.com
mailto:Candace.Deisley@gmail.com
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Faces of Summer, 2022 

 



 

 

 

Celebrating Steven 

 

 “A wonderful person, superb organist, inspiring choirmaster.” -SM “ 

 Apart from his musical talent, one of the kindest people to walk the earth.”-KB  

 “A wicked sense of humor. Listen to his improvisations and you just may hear 

something to characterize the occasion that will make you smile.”-CD  

STEVEN ROSENBERRY, organist and choir director at St. Paul’s since 2002, lifts our 

hearts and our spirits Sunday after Sunday with his glorious preludes and post-

ludes, his perfect selections of choral music that illumine the liturgical calendar, 

and his surpassing excellence in playing well-chosen hymns. 

Here are a few highlights among Steven’s memories. During his twenty years at St. Paul’s there have been six Rectors. 

The Casavant neo-Baroque organ, with its 68 ranks of pipes and three manuals, is the instrument of his dreams. In the 

early years, Steven started a Youth Choir; all of its members are now grown, and he has played for some of their wed-

dings and the baptisms of their children. He has also witnessed the romances, weddings, and child baptisms of some of 

our adult choir members. Steven played for his own wedding at St. Paul’s. In a ceremony officiated by Keith Owen, he 

played the prelude, emerged to join Melanie for the marriage vows, and at the conclusion returned to the organ to 

play a hymn and postlude! 

Since 2006, Steven has directed Cabaret, now an ongoing yearly tradition. He also began a concert series we now know 

as the Bach Birthday Concert with a performance of the Mendelssohn oratorio “St. Paul” for the 175th Anniversary 

Celebration of St. Paul’s. Other notable concerts followed: a performance of the Handel “Coronation Anthems” with 

trumpeters from West Point, and a memorable performance of Arthur Honegger’s oratorio “King David.”  

Steven also remembers the loss of electrical power during a Sunday morning service due to a leaking ceiling, and snow 

storms when he was the only person to actually get to the church. One major change that has occurred during his ten-

ure is the online streaming system and his responsibility for it and for the amplification system. Another welcome addi-

tion some years ago was the installation of the Carillon, with its acquisition spearheaded by Clyde Childs. Steven over-

sees the regular maintenance of the pianos, one having been re-built and re-strung, and the organ, with its five largest 

pipes having been replaced not long ago.  

Members of St. Paul’s congregation and choir members former and present have observed that Steven has been “the 

glue that holds us all together” during the spaces between rectors. Some have spoken about his sensitivity and atten-

tiveness to those who are in grief. Many of the soloists Steven has brought in often fall in love with St. Paul’s choir and 

stay for long periods of time, becoming part of the St. Paul’s family. One of our choir traditions, “First Thursday” is an 

after-rehearsal social time that keeps us in conversation with each other and strengthens the bond between members 

of the choir. “First Thursdays” continued via Zoom during the pandemic. And during the worst times of the pandemic, 

Steven found inventive ways to keep the music in our Sunday morning worship and in our Christmas and Easter cele-

brations.  

With his humble and quiet manner, Steven has made, and continues to make a significant contribution to life at St. 

Paul’s. Words seem inadequate to express the depth of our gratitude and our appreciation. Even so, we say: Thank 

you, Steven, for so richly blessing us with your talent and devoted service. Thanks be to God for Steven and for his 

twenty years at St.  Paul’s!  

                              Submitted by Susan Harwood 
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CABARET 2022: Celebrating DREAMS 
Saturday October 29 at 7 PM. 

 

A fun evening of music, laughs, food, and wine. Cabaret 
is a joint production of St. Paul's Choir and Outreach 
Committee. Proceeds benefit Music at St. Paul's and a 
special Outreach project. Tickets on sale in October.  
 

Please join us for Choral Evensong in celebration of 
Steven Rosenberry’s TWENTY YEARS at St. Paul’s. 

All Saints and All Souls 
                    By Fr. Mike 

November 1st is more than just the day for bringing all your extra candy into work to get rid of it.  It is one of the central holy days 

of the Christian year:  All Saints’ Day.  In older versions of English, ‘Hallows’ was the word for holy people, instead of the more 

Latinized ‘Sainte’, so November first was All Hallows’ Day, and the night before was All Hallows’ Even, or Hallowe’en as it was 

shortened.  The day after is another important day, but not quite so central to our calendar:  All Souls’ Day, sometimes called the 

day of the Dead, but called on our calendar, ‘The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed.’ 

They are related observances, but they are two different occasions, each with a differ-

ent focus.  All Saints’ Day is a celebration of the ultimate victory of God in people who 

have been redeemed.  It’s a baptismal feast, and one of the seven Principal feasts of the 

year, observed by Christians of nearly every denomination.  It’s a day of thanksgiving 

for the examples of salvation we have in the lives of holy people known and unknown.  

Along with Easter, Pentecost, and the Baptism of Jesus, it is one of the days when the 

church encourages us to focus our baptismal ministry, and we celebrate our inclusion in 

the mystical body of Christ, and the bonds that we share with our fellow saints, even through the veil of death in Baptism and the 

Eucharist.  The prayer book provides that this day, being a Principal Feast, may also be celebrated on the Sunday following it. 

All Souls’ Day, is a day of mourning—a time for acknowledging our grief, and 

being in solidarity with other mourners, as we remember all those who we love 

but see no longer.  The celebration of the Eucharist on that day is a Requiem 

mass for all the departed, and we bring before the cross the pain of separation 

that we feel when we are parted by death from those we love the most.  On 

this day, our worship also includes prayers for those who have made our com-

mon life here at St. Paul’s possible, through their ministry and substance in 

previous generations.  All Souls’ Day is never observed on a Sunday, and is moved to the 3rd of November in such a case. 

Some of the traditions around Halloween and All Saints and All Souls days revolve around an ancient belief that human souls lin-

gered in the world until they had received their last rites, or a requiem.  It was thought that all those who had died suddenly or 

violently stayed in the confines of their former lives until they were dismissed by the church.  So the days leading up to the general 

requiem on All Souls’ Day was the time when the dead most lived among the living, and very many superstitions have sprung up 

around that, from elaborate graveside picnics on Dia de las Muertas in Hispanic cultures, to dressing up in spooky costumes and 

going trick or treating. 



 

 

N otes  
from the Music Director 
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  MY TWENTY YEARS AT ST PAUL’S  
by Steven Rosenberry 

 
It’s hard to believe that 20 years ago in August 2002 I began as Music Minister here at St. Paul’s. What first enticed me 
to leave a very happy position as Music Director at St. Paul’s in Troy was the wonderful Casavant pipe organ here and 
the superb acoustics of the church. Of course knowing how important music is to this parish was decisive too. I have 
followed in the footsteps of many fine musicians here at St. Paul’s and have enjoyed the support of clergy and parish-
ioners as well. The fine choir we have today has grown from the small choir I met in my first week. On that day there 
were five sopranos, three altos, no tenors, and three basses. Luckily joining me from Troy were two tenors, one alto 
(Kay Shaffer), and one bass. We still have five wonderful singers in the choir that started with me in 2002: Christina 
Pickreign, Karen Hibbert, Pam Love, Paul Nance, and Bob Walenta. I’m looking forward to more years of music-making 
with our wonderful choir and congregation. Here are a few pictures of our choirs over the years.  

Youth Choir, Christmas,2002 

Adult Choir, Christmas, 2002 

Adult Choir, Christmas, 2008 

Bach Concert, 2018 

Easter, 2022 



 

 

 

   

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Phone: 518-463-2257 

Rectory Phone: 518-451-9549 

Fax: 518-463-2981 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

21 Hackett Boulevard 

Albany, NY 12208  

Church Website:  

http://www.stpaulsinalbanyny.org 

Church e-mail:  

        stpaulsepalbany@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s celebrates the Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 8 a.m. (Quiet Holy Eucharist in All Saints’ Chapel) and 10:30 a.m. (Choral 

Eucharist in the Nave). Midweek Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays at 12:15 in the Chapel.   Morning Prayer is said at 

10 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday in the Chapel.  Evening Prayer is said on Tuesday and Wednesday at  6 p.m. in the 

Chapel. Masks optional indoors. 

 
 

Prices 
 

Entry is FREE 
 
 Food: 
 $20.00 Pre-Sale 
 $25.00 At the door 
 $10.00  Kids (12 and under)  
  (one free kid ticket with each 
 adult ticket) 
 
 There will be Music, Games, 
 Food and more. 
 
 Tickets:  Please call  
  518-463-2257 
 

Wilkommen! 
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