
The United States will mark the Semi-
quincentennial—250 years since the
adoption of the Declaration of
Independence—on July 4, 2026. How
might we approach this celebration,
particularly aware that there exists in the
hearts and minds of many Americans a
reality of uncertainty about the future of 
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our nation? The vivid enthusiasm that adorned participants in events of 1976 pales in
comparison to what our eyes and ears perceive today. Then the whirl of political
agendas and confusion deepens. A retired bishop of our church, preaching in a
nearby parish several weeks ago, remarked in a sermon, “To my great personal
dismay, corroborated every day as I cruise through social media, many Christians are
allowing their politics to form their faith, when it is their faith that should be forming
their politics.”

Contained in both Prayer Books of 1928 and 1979 is a Prayer for the Nation. Some
believe its author was Thomas Jefferson, but historical research questions such an
attribute. This prayer was a favorite of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who shared it
frequently in public addresses. Let each of us offer this prayer not merely as an act of
intercession but equally as a means to self-examine our participation in national life.

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion;
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united
people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of
wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice
and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of
trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most devotedly and faithfully, 
Dean Vang

My Dear People and Friends of Saint Paul’s:
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      otes
from the 

Music Director

N Nunc dimittis is the Latin title of a canticle most
often sung at Evensong. The Latin translates as
“Now you let go”. A fitting and liturgical phrase
with which to announce my intension to retire
from St. Paul’s in June of 2027. In the fall of this
year I will begin my 25  year as Minister of Music,
a year that will be filled with many mixed
emotions as I play the organ and work with the

th
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NUNC DIMITTIS

choir on each special liturgy, knowing each will be my last as music director. I am proud of what we have
accomplished musically here at St. Paul’s starting with a very small choir in 2002 and growing through the years
with the help of many volunteer and professional singers. I am looking forward to my final year of wonderful
music, choosing among my favorite pieces and some amazing new pieces as well. Thank you St. Paul’s for a great
quarter century.



Our message in this Epistle is a mix of bad news and good news. The bad
news is that St. Paul’s organist and director of music has notified the wardens,
clergy and choir of his intention to retire in June 2027, after 25 years of service
to St. Paul’s. Steven’s outstanding musicianship and leadership have continued
the long tradition of music at St. Paul’s, building one of the finest church
choirs in the area and continuing to strengthen the reputation of the St. Paul’s
music program. We will miss him deeply.

The good news is that Dr. Perry Smith has agreed to lead the search for a new
music minister. Perry, who is a long-time member of the choir’s bass section
and an instrumentalist in his own right, will chair a music minister search
committee that will make recommendations to the rector, if there be one, and
vestry regarding selection of candidates for the position of music minister. In
addition to interviewing and auditioning candidates, the music minister search
committee will have the important task of gathering information from
parishioners regarding what they would like to see — and hear — in St. Paul’s
music program. 

The fact that we do not have a permanent rector in place and the timing of the
rector search process will complicate selection of the music minister, as the
rector would normally make the formal call to the selected candidate for music
minister. Given this complication, the vestry has not yet decided whether to
seek an interim or a permanent music minister. Nevertheless, Perry will be
recruiting members to the search committee over the next several weeks, with
the intention of beginning the search process in the fall. If you are interested in
serving on this committee, please speak with Perry or contact Mark Lowery.

On a related note, we would like to show Steven how much we appreciate
everything he has done for St. Paul’s. We will be forming a separate committee
to organize the send-off Steven deserves. If you are interested in serving on
this committee, please contact Mark Lowery.

St. Paul’s bicentennial year, 2027, will be, without a doubt, a busy one, with
searches and, we hope, arrivals of both a new rector and new music minister,
bicentennial festivities, and preparation for a 2028 capital campaign to pay for
the new heating system. None of these activities will be successful if we do not
have enough parishioners willing to assist with them. We urge every member
of St. Paul’s to consider what they can do and to be willing to answer the call
for volunteers. None of this can happen without you.

Blessings,
Your Wardens
Denise Mason
Mark Lowery
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Boiler Replacement/Controls Upgrade
As of this writing, the vestry is considering two competing bids for replacement of the boiler and associated piping and
controls. Whichever bid the vestry selects, work is expected to begin with removal of asbestos containing materials in the
boiler room, as soon as possible after the Head Start program starts its summer vacation. All efforts will be made to complete
the replacement and upgrade project before Head Start resumes in the fall.

Rectory Painting
Thanks to Rod Cripps, Bill Harrison, Caleb Lindquist, Mark Lowery, Sandy Lowery and Bill Moll, the rectory interior has been
nearly completely repainted. Over the next few weeks, the team will complete final touch-ups and cleaning so that the rectory
is ready for its next occupants. The vestry has approved renting the rectory through short-term leases until St. Paul’s is ready
to call a new rector and determines if they will wish to use the rectory or request some other housing arrangement.

Signs and Squirrels
Over the past few months, the large sign in the lawn at the main entrance has been replaced — in Prayer Book red. We have
also completed sealing gaps under the McEwan Hall eaves that had allowed squirrels and house sparrows to take up residence
in the ceiling above McEwan Hall.

Buildings and Grounds Committee
Over the past year, almost all tasks related to maintenance of St. Paul’s facilities have been handled by a very small number of
individuals, as former members of the Buildings and Grounds Committee have, for various reasons, decreased their levels of
activity. Unfortunately, the size and complexity of St. Paul’s facilities makes this situation unsustainable, and we must
reorganize the committee to include members who are willing and able to take responsibility for committee functions,
including the following:

Identify, plan and implement necessary maintenance, repairs and improvements to St. Paul’s church building, rectory and
associated grounds
Assist in identifying vendors and contractors required to repair and maintain St. Paul’s facilities
Serve as parish point of contact and oversee vendors and contractors for certain ongoing work

Parishioners willing to serve St. Paul’s as members of this committee are asked to contact Mark Lowery. 

Former members of the committee who do not plan to take an active role in the committee’s work are asked to return all keys
they were issued as members. Keys may be returned directly to Mark Lowery, or placed in the key return box located in the
narthex.

                                                                                                                                   Submitted by Mark Lowery

 BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
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I started gardening because it was there
when we bought our house. When we
moved from that house, I took a lot of
plants with me. From there, my garden has
only gotten bigger. I need to split several
perennials. 

Irises, day lilies, pink phlox, and purple
cornflowers will be available later this year.
I have canna lillies and calla lily bulbs
available now. I will be happy to share
them with anyone who would like some. 

Submitted by Deacon Alicia

THE DEACON’S CORNER

mailto:stpaulswarden@outlook.com


FROM THE CHURCH HISTORIAN

5

Submitted by Paul Nance

Pictured here, left to
right and top to bottom:

(1) The cover of  the
1883 Sunday School
song book 

(2) Advertisement for a
1906 Book Social
benefitting the Sunday
School library
 
(3) Students standing at
the front of  the nave of
the church on Lancaster
Street circa 1947 

(4) A 1955 Sunday
School class with teacher
Louie Mulligan
Sterndale.



The Search Committee continues to move forward. Working with our Diocesan Deployment Officer, our vacancy has been
announced within the Albany Diocese and the National Church. We are now submitting advertisements to the Episcopal News
Service and the Transition Ministry Conference, and purchasing Social Media Advertising through the Episcopal News Service. 

We are also reviewing and updating our Parish Profile to reflect the ongoing events within our parish family life and our
physical plant. Our Rector Search Web Page and our National Church Office of Transitional Ministry Parish Portfolio are being
updated as well, so that we present ourselves in the best possible light to those discerning their next call.  

Should you have any questions please feel free to reach out to Bob Walenta.

Faithfully Submitted by Bob Walenta, Chairperson 

UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE

6

Search Committee: Bob Walenta - Chairperson, Adam Brunelle. Bob Englert, Tom Lee, Terry Tamer, Rachel Thomas, Lisa Walker
Website Committee: Rachael Thomas - Chairperson, Kelly Dalton-Trotter, Eric Chan, Bill Harrison, Bob Walenta 

Kelly O’Keefe was born at St. Peter’s Hospital, Albany in 1972, and grew up in East Greenbush, where she graduated from
Columbia High School in 1990. After earning her mechanical engineering degree from RPI in Troy, she went to work in
Manhattan as a business consultant with Accenture (then Andersen Consulting). 

After returning to the Capital District for a project with Accenture, and wanting to stay near home because her mother was ill,
she met Dan Dalton in 1998. As they searched for a church in which to be married, they discovered St. Paul’s and were married
there in 2001. They stayed because they loved the St. Paul’s community, and found it a nurturing place to raise their three
children, Jake, Erin and Pierce. Dan passed away in 2015. Kelly and her now grown children have remained part of St. Paul’s
ever since, joined by her second husband, Steve Trotter, whom she married at St. Paul’s in 2023.

Kelly’s spiritual journey began at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in East Greenbush, the church of her childhood. Her transition
to the Episcopal Church and to St. Paul’s drew her into deeper engagement with parish life. At St. Paul’s she has served on the
Vestry, held the role of Junior Warden, and led or served on the Stewardship, Hospitality, and Adult Education committees and
the Committee on Inclusion. She has taught Sunday school and most recently led the website redesign from vision to launch.
She currently leads the Wednesday Lectio Divina study group, which meets before the 12:10 service. Her ministry has also
extended to the diocesan Salary & Benefits Committee and as an alternate delegate to General Convention.

In 2024, encouraged by Kate Storms, Kelly attended a retreat at Christ the King Retreat Center in Greenwich, NY, where she
first began learning about the Rule of St. Benedict. Considered the father of Western monasticism, St. Benedict brought the
concept of intentional spiritual community into the world 1,500 years ago. At the retreat, Kelly discovered his teachings could
deepen and strengthen her relationship with God. Knowing that a layoff from GE was imminent, she found that her new
spiritual practices helped her to stay present and listen for God’s direction for her next steps. 

About a year and a half ago, Kelly became a member of Albany Blooms: Thriving Parish Initiative. In that role, she helps lead
Benedictine retreats and coaches twelve congregations, including St. Paul’s, in pursuing a deeper walk with God through
Benedictine spiritual practices. Lectio Divina, a Benedictine practice of prayerful Scripture reading and holy listening, continues
to flourish at St. Paul’s. 

Submitted by Susan Harwood

AN INTERVIEW WITH KELLY DALTON-TROTTER



PRIDE MONTH AT ST PAUL’S
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ALBANY PRIDE PARADE

As we have in past
years, Saint Paul’s
celebrates Pride
Month in many
ways. 

On June 9, we
hosted an annual
Pride Choral
Evensong featuring
St. Paul’s Choir
with guest singers
from St. Andrew’s
and joined by
former St. Paul’s
organist and
choirmaster, Albert
Melton and his
wife, Cynthia
Morris. We were
honored by the
presence of  Bishop
Jeremiah
Williamson and
Reverend Canon
Neal Longe.
Evensong was
followed by a
bountiful reception
hosted by the
Hospitality
Committee. Many
thanks to all who
contributed!

On June 13, the
Albany Gay Men’s
Chorus presented
their June concert. 

And on June 14 ,
we again sent a
contingent to the
Pride Parade and
Festival. 

th

Submitted by Bob
Englert



NEW PASSIONTIDE ALTAR HANGINGS AND VESTMENTS
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FROM THE PRAYER SHAWL GROUP

On April 12, Dean Vang blessed our new supply of prayer shawls and lap robes. The colorful items were made by the
members of the Prayer Shawl Group: Sandie Feck, Robin Steinhorst, Vivian Cripps, Anita Ford, and Sheila Smith. Barbara
Walenta was also a contributor. If anyone has need of a shawl or a lap robe, please contact the church office or Sheila
Smith. 

Submitted by Sheila Smith

Four weeks before Palm Sunday, 2026, Dean Vang asked Sandy Lowery if she would consider making a set of Passiontide
vestments for Holy Week. With an online purchase of the fabric, oxblood red, Sandy completed the altar frontal, chasuble,
burse, and veil, pictured here. Sandie Feck made the stoles for the deacon and priest. This is not the first time Sandy has
created a frontal and vestment for St. Paul’s. In memory of her brother, Norman Wiggins, Ann McMillan and she sewed the
Rose Set, used for the fourth Sunday of Lent and the third Sunday of Advent. For the rose fabric, Elizabeth Morgan, former
Director of the Diocesan Altar Guild, ordered the fabric from England and provided the frontal pattern. 

An accomplished seamstress, Sandy began sewing at the tender age of six, when she made the
buttonholes for her doll’s dress. For her high school home economics class, she made a pair of
slacks that were entered into the Pennsylvania State Fair and won second prize! She sewed her
own wedding gown. Her daughter, Heather, wore two prom dresses and later, her wedding
gown, made by her mother. In 2025, Sandy fashioned the veil for her daughter-in-law
Susanna’s wedding to her son Tristan. 

Thank you, Sandy, for using your talent to gift St. Paul’s with these visible symbols of your faithfulness. 



to receive communion daily, but I no longer think that is its essence. After sitting with this prayer and researching the phrase,
I believe it means something rather different. In Exodus 16, God answers the grumbling, hungry Israelites in the wilderness
by sending manna. He also sets clear boundaries around it: "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day
and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare
what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days." (Exodus 16:4–5) God provided exactly what they
needed, not too little, not too much. Yet some Israelites were greedy and collected more than their share: "Some of them paid no
attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell." (Exodus 16:20)

For the seventh day, Moses instructed: “Tomorrow is to be a day of sabbath rest, a holy sabbath to the Lord. So bake what you want to
bake and boil what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until morning.” So they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, and it
did not stink or get maggots in it. “Eat it today,” Moses said, “because today is a sabbath to the Lord. You will not find any of it on the ground
today. Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not be any.” (Exodus 16:23–26) Some still went out
looking on the Sabbath and found nothing. Through this, God showed His people what holy rest looks like.

 

 

Returning to this familiar passage, I realized that when Jesus taught us to pray for "our daily bread," He was referring to the
manna. We are needy creatures, fully dependent on God whether we acknowledge it or not. I now understand this petition as
asking God to give me exactly what I need today, not too much, not too little. It is also a call to structure my week with
enough space to rest on the Sabbath. Jesus reinforces this in Matthew 6:34: "Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." This is a timely reminder not to pile everything onto today.

In John 6:35, Jesus declares: "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty." It is no coincidence that He uses this image of bread. He is pointing directly back to the manna God gave the
Israelites. Jesus came to show us what our truest needs are. More than food and water, we need to be nourished by His words
daily. Not so much that we neglect God's work in the world, and not so little that we go spiritually hungry. In this light,
praying for our daily bread means asking to be filled with Jesus each day, through sacred reading, contemplative prayer,
worship and spiritual community, and carrying that sustenance with us.

I hope this reflection gives you reason to pause the next time you pray the Lord's Prayer, and to consider: what is my daily
bread today - physically, emotionally, spiritually? We are all dependent on God to provide that daily bread, whether we
remember that or not. I am grateful that this prayer gives me a moment to remember.

God’s Peace be with you.
Submitted by Kelly Dalton-Trotter

Your Parish’s Albany Blooms Coach

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
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Tucked in the middle of the Lord's Prayer is a phrase I have rattled off thousands of times without
pausing to consider: "Give us this day our daily bread." Growing up, I assumed it was an instruction 

SAINT PAUL'S PRAYS FOR A NEW RECTOR
Almighty God, giver of  every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of  those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Book of  Common Prayer, page 818



CONTACT INFORMATION
CHURCH PHONE: 518-463-2257
             FAX: 518-463-2981

St. Paul‘s Episcopal Church
21 Hackett Blvd

Albany, NY 12208

Church Website:
www.StPaulsInAlbanyNY.org

Church email:
stpausepalbany@gmail.com

St. Paul’s celebrates the Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 8 a.m. (Quiet Holy Eucharist in All Saints’ Chapel)
and 9:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist in the Nave). Midweek Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays at
12:10 pm in the Chapel (on hiatus in July and August). Morning Prayer is celebrated at 10 a.m. on
Monday and Thursday in Chapel. 
 

Every spring, the faithful gardeners of
St. Paul’s prepare the Lord’s earth for a
new crop of  fresh vegetables and herbs.
The harvest is taken to Emmanuel
Baptist Church to be shared with the
churches participating in the FOCUS
program.

The early spring was cold and wet. As
soon as milder weather arrived, the
garden was planted. Pictured are early
tomato and herb plants, just getting
started. Thank you Stacie and Terry and
crew! The FOCUS garden is always in
need of  volunteers to help with
gardening throughout the summer. If
you would like to participate in this
project, please contact Stacie or Terry.
Your help would be most welcome!

ST. PAUL'S FOCUS GARDEN

THE GLORIES OF JUNE
A fresh morning rose 
and an evening sky. 
Thanks be to God!
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